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POSTMORTEM IMAGING IN THE 
FORENSIC DEVICE

How does forensic imaging change the way 
dead bodies are investigated?
What is the probative value of these imaging 
techniques? What is their organizational 
impact?
How does the combined use of imaging and 
autopsy work inf the daily life of the 
institute?  
How do pathologists manage this new way of 
examining bodies and the eventual 
divergences between autopsy and 
postmortem imaging? 



MATERIALS 
AND 
METHODS

Qualitative approach

Ethnographical observations (120 days) recorded in a field 
book: radiological exams, interpretation of images, external 
examination, autopsies, meetings, gestures and 
discussions. 

Analysis of autopsy and radiological reports (42)

Interviews with the members of the forensic medecine and 
imaging unit (22)

Systematic transcription and anonymization of field notes 
and interviews (content analysis) 



RESULT 1: BETWEEN ROUTINE AND DISCUSSIONS ABOUT INDICATIONS: 
A FEELING OF UNPREDICTABILIT Y AND ARBITRARINESS



RESULT 2: IMAGING AS A GUIDE FOR AUTOPSY: THE 
NEED FOR VALIDATION 



RESULT 3: CASES OF DISCORDANCES: MINIMIZING  
THE DIAGNOSTIC POWER OF IMAGING



CONCLUSION

Asymetrical complementarity between
imaging and autopsy

Importance of direct attestation for 
pathologists

No independant diagnostic power of imaging

Frustration among members of the imaging
unit

Autopsy remains the gold standard
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